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LETTER OF THE EDITOR

Dear Readers,

another COMET newsleƩ er just in Ɵ me for the end 
of the year - and we hope to have made this one 
exciƟ ng enough to be seen in all the mail and all 
the preparaƟ ons that are now rushing at us. And 
perhaps it will even be seen as a good reason to 
pick up that warming cup of tea or the aromaƟ c 
cup of coff ee  and take a break from stress while 
leafi ng through it.

We as the COMET team were able to rejoice in this 
feeling aŌ er the stressful weeks in October, be-
cause we succeeded in organizing a very success-
ful fi rst web-based network conference, mainly 
thanks to the parƟ cipants, for which we would like 
to sincerely thank all those who took part!

We were able to welcome guests from China, 
South Africa, Moldova, the Russian FederaƟ on and 
Austria, a short summary of the contribuƟ ons has 
been prepared for you in this issue by Tiana Hoog-
straten.

 BUT: Detailed contribuƟ ons on the ideas of the 
colleagues, what COMET means for them as 
teachers, but also for the development of their 
respecƟ ve insƟ tuƟ ons, will characterize the fi rst 
newsleƩ er of the year 2023, here we give the au-
thors the usual Ɵ me to really be able to publish 
their substanƟ al contribuƟ ons appropriately. 

In any case, the extension of COMET to academic 
engineering educaƟ on will be interesƟ ng. This is 
because universiƟ es and universiƟ es of applied sci-
ences are also increasingly recognizing that proj-
ect-based learning with the aim of a holisƟ c refl ec-
Ɵ on of project results is increasingly gaining the 
status of a “must have”, parƟ cularly in view of the 
EQF’s requirement that BA training be designed to 

provide professional qualifi caƟ ons. 

To support this idea, we have focused in this 
newsleƩ er on a contribuƟ on by Felix Rauner, 
who once again clearly emphasizes what voca-
Ɵ onal knowledge and skills mean in their enƟ re-
ty and how COMET also succeeds in capturing 
this enƟ rety.

What we would like to stress with this: In addi-
Ɵ on to the undoubtedly demanding curriculum 
work for the integraƟ on of projects, COMET is 
a valuable basis for relieving the colleges’ fears 
of “non-gradeability”. This ulƟ mately promotes 
the acceptance of teachers to open themselves 
up to the learning processes designed by the 
learners themselves in the project phases.

“To open up” is also the key word to wish for 
you and your families. That the approaching 
holidays open up the opportunity to fi nd in-
ner peace for once and to ask ourselves what 
really needs to be achieved and what actually 
slows us down in the process. I wish you good 
luck here and all of us that an open heart and 
open mind will also be found among those who, 
blinded by ideology and delusions of power, 
have insƟ gated an inner-European war and are 
now taking revenge on people in need of help.

This great Christmas wish is expressed by

(Ralph Dreher)



NEWS ABOUT COMET: 
„REPORT ͳ NETWORKͳ
MEETING 2022“

On October 4 and 5, 2022, the Ɵ me had fi -
nally come: AŌ er a long break, the COMET 
network was able to meet for the fi rst Ɵ me 
again. Since it was an internaƟ onal mee-
Ɵ ng during Corona, the meeƟ ng took place 
hybrid. 

Thanks to the excellent technical equip-
ment of the University of Siegen and espe-
cially the successful preparaƟ on of the host 
Ralph Dreher and the technical organizer 
Jens Jüngst, a lively joint discussion bet-
ween the parƟ cipants on both sides of the 
screen around the world was possible wit-
hout any restricƟ ons.

The main topic of the event was „Develop-
ment and Visions for COMET“.

Our guests from China, Moldova, South 
Africa, Austria, Russia and, of course, Ger-
many not only provided extremely exciƟ ng 
insights into their work as well as projects 
and project plans with COMET, but also di-
scussed opportuniƟ es and possibiliƟ es and 
developed joint concepts for cooperaƟ on.

The synergy and enthusiasm for a joint 
work was demonstrated during the work-
shops on the topics of COMET in vocaƟ onal 
educaƟ on and teacher training, science 
and industry and were used to draw up in-

iƟ al plans, plan book projects, and develop 
project proposals.

Research projects and cooperaƟ ons were 
also presented from our own ranks and 
openly discussed with regard to the claim 
of design competence, feasibility as well as 
scienƟ fi c development potenƟ al and much 
more.

The presentaƟ ons dealt with the highly ex-
ciƟ ng development of COMET in China by 
Mr. Zhiqun Zhao, with a very mature rater 
structure as well as large cooperaƟ ons with 
industry and the associated requirements.

Likewise a successful contribuƟ on of Mr. 
Jürgen Lehberger about the university edu-
caƟ on of teachers was cause for new ideas 
of the development regarding an overlap-
ping COMET concept for further universiƟ es 
at the example of the established structure 
of the University of Siegen.

Mr. Felix Rauner reported about the ori-
gin and necessity of COMET as well as the 
successful projects and developments and 
cooperaƟ ons in the past decades to stress 
the basic concept in its importance and the 
growth due to the comprehensive research.

Ms. Lusana Dodo was able to inspire with 
her experience report from the scienƟ fi c 
work with COMET in South Africa.

In addiƟ on, the fi rst foundaƟ ons were laid 
for a network anthology, which will now be 
published annually as part of the forthco-
ming series on COMET to be published by 
Springer Verlag. 



There you will of course fi nd all contribuƟ -
ons in full!

The team of the University of Siegen would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all 
contributors and parƟ cipants and is plea-
sed to have received groundbreaking goals 
and visions for the future with COMET and 
a network of strong partners.

We look forward to meeƟ ng again in 2023

hƩ ps://comet-vet.com/home.html

The new COMET website is online!



SHAPING ͳ A TIMELESS FEATURE OF THE 
CRAFT
Felix Rauner, University of Siegen

Designing - a Ɵ meless characterisƟ c of craŌ s-
manship

The craŌ  in the early modern period



„Designer in the craŌ manship“ - further training 
in the age of digitalizaƟ on



Fig. 1: Profi le of designers in the skilled trades 
from the German Federal Employment Agency, 
source: BERUFENET (hƩ ps://berufenet.arbeits-
agentur.de/berufenet/bkb/13981.pdf), as of 
01.06.2020 

Contemporary Philosophers evaluate the Hand-
icraŌ 

Richard SenneƩ 
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MaƩ hew Crawford

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ALSO SEE : F. R. Έ2021Ή: 
GESTALTUNGSKOMPETENZ. DIE LEITIDEE DER MOͳ
DERNEN BERUFSBILDUNG. WIESBAͳDEN: SPRINGER 
VS.
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